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The Next Horizon: 

From Wheelchair Ramps 

to Supportive Tech, 

How Technology First is  

Changing Ohio’s Service 

Landscape

John Martin, Director
Ohio Department of 
Developmental Disabilities



Federal laws like the Americans 
with Disabilities Act have gone a 

long way to ensure that people 
with disabilities are guaranteed 

equal access and opportunity. 
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Addressing barriers to 
inclusion 

• curb cuts

• accessible buildings

• parking spots

• integrated schools

• integrated employment

• community living

• accessible housing

• money follows the person

• voting rights

https://www.ada.gov/


In 2013, the Coleman Institute, with its issuance of “The 
Rights of People with Cognitive Disabilities to Technology and 
Information Access”, challenged the DD community to think 
about the right to access technology in the same way we 
think 

about the right to 

access buildings.
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2013 Coleman Institute 
Proclamation, Extending the 
ADA
http://www.colemaninstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/TheDeclaration.pdf

http://www.colemaninstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/TheDeclaration.pdf


Ohio began slowly, with 
three years of careful 
exploration, incorporating 
technology through  
Remote Monitoring 
services, available in 
home and community-
based waivers beginning 
in 2013. 
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DODD’s Remote Monitoring Animation
http://dodd.ohio.gov/IndividualFamilies/Pages/AssistiveTech.aspx

http://dodd.ohio.gov/IndividualFamilies/Pages/AssistiveTech.aspx


Followed by 

- assessment,

- evaluation,

- and promotion 

of available technology services.  
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Building on the idea of 
“employment first, not 
employment only” 
we asked the Governor 
to consider making Ohio 
a Technology 
First state. 
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At Person-Centered Planning 
Meetings, support teams 
should look to technology 
first when planning for 
support needs. 

Many people will need and 
desire the support of a staff 
person. 



Current support plans 
incorporate

- sensors,

- cameras,

- and even robots!
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Resulting in 

- better quality 
of life,

- and less cost.

“I can keep on 
doing my thing 
with my life.” 
-Patti



Nick Hegemier, P.E.
Managing Director – Infrastructure / Vehicle 
Deployment

Fred Judson
Managing Director – Unmanned Aircraft



Integrating ITS into Smart Mobility

Existing ODOT Road Weather Info System – 172 sites
ODOT Existing Traffic Cameras – 670 sites
Wrong Way Sensors
Over Height Vehicle Sensors 



Unmanned Aircraft Traffic Management 
Solutions for the State of Ohio
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QUESTIONS?

Nick Hegemier, P.E.
Managing Director –

Infrastructure / Vehicle 
Deployment

(614) 387-4099 
Nick.Hegemier@drive.oh

io.gov

Fred Judson
Managing Director –
Unmanned Aircraft

419-373-4497
Fred.Judson@drive.ohio.

gov



Questions & Answers 
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