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Community driven energy policy
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Jobs & Economic Justice

Energy EfficiencyRenewable Energy

Carbon-Free Power

Electric TransportationEnergy Community Reinvestment

Utility Accountability, Grid 
Planning, and Low-income Relief

Inclusive Financing

COMPONENTS
THE CLIMATE AND EQUITABLE JOBS ACT!



Climate and Equitable Jobs Act
Energy Community Reinvestment

1) Energy Transition Community Grants

2) Energy Transition Workforce Commission (2022 Report)

3) Displaced Energy Worker Dependent Transition Scholarship 

4) Coal to Solar and Energy Storage
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→ Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program 

→ Clean Energy Contractor Incubator Program

https://dceo.illinois.gov/events/energytransitionworkforcecommission.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/events/energy-transition-workforce-commission/etwc_phaseireport.pdf
https://www.isac.org/displacedenergyworker#:~:text=The%20Displaced%20Energy%20Worker%20Dependent,of%20eligible%20displaced%20energy%20workers.


• Administered by the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity

• $40 million per year

• To plan for or address the economic and social impact of plant or mine 
retirement.

• Local units of government (municipalities, counties, school districts, and other taxing districts) 

• Plant or mine that has closed or significantly reduced operation: 

• within 6 years before the application, or

• will be closed or have operation significantly reduced within 6 years following the 
application. 

Energy Transition Community Grants
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Fall 2022 - DCEO Request for Information (RFI) to inform 
grant program development

2023 Grants 
• 30 mile eligibility radius
• Dec 2022 - Jan 2023: Phase 1 NOFO

• Funding formula
• March - May 2023: Phase 2

• >50 Grantees
• Project selection, stakeholder engagement

• July 2023: Awards Announced

Energy Transition Community Grants
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“This grant will be invaluable in helping us expand opportunities for 
our students.” –Amy Dixon, Harrisburg Schools Superintendent

*Grants funds for a Career Technical Education (CTE) training center.

“If not for the energy transition community grant, I’m still not sure 
we’d be sustainable in the long run.” –Gracie Mott, Havana Park District Director

*Grant funds to for staff and marketing.

“This gives us an opportunity to try to make families healthier and 
have a positive impact.” –Marc Kiehna, Randolph County Commissioner

*Grant funds toward a Behavioral Health Center

Energy Transition Community Grants
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DCEO Press Release community grant funding list. 

https://dceo.illinois.gov/news/press-release.26142.html


Four Virtual Listening Sessions: Summer 2022
• Six coal communities
• 48 community leaders
• 30+ state and federal agency personnel

Revitalizing Energy Communities in the Illinois 
Basin Workshop: September 29th 

Rapid Response Team: December 2022 - ongoing

Energy Communities IWG
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IWG - Rapid Response Team (RRT)

Regional Funding Meetings
• Havana (Dec 2022)
• Marion (March 2003)
• Effingham (June 2023)
• Ongoing

• Two Day Meetings
• Community Project Pitches
• Agency Presentations
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Energizing Rural Communities Prize
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kFQv03KCz0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYk4yQqZL0Q


What’s Next…

• IWG RRT Meetings  (June 27 & 28, Effingham, IL) 

• Energy Transition July Webinar Series, Register here

• Regional Meetings of the Energy Transition Workforce Commission

• 2024 Energy Transition Community Grants

• Continue to tell the story of energy community transition in IL

• Education, outreach, and support on state and federal funding
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https://registration.extension.illinois.edu/start/energy-transition-webinar-series

